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The principal of National Self-Determination (NSD) originated from the 
Nature Law in the European Enlightenment period. It has already become one 
of the most important international law principal after a long period of 
development, during which the definition and the range of application both 
evolved largely. Accompanied by the changing of international situation, the 
phenomenon of the abuse of NSD principal has emerged in the international 
community, and the independence of Kosovo is a typical one. Based on the 
research of the legal history of NSD, the paper introduced the documents 
related to the principal of NSD. Then through a summary of scholars‟ research, 
from both domestic and from aboard, the author concluded her own 
understanding of the definition. Basing on this understanding, the conditions of 
the application of NSD was discussed. Through the material summarized above, 
the author analyzed the relationship between Kosovo issue and the principal of 
NSD, and then proposed her own point of view on this issue. The paper was 
divided into five chapters. 
The first chapter started from the origin of the principal of NSD, and later 
the definition of NSD was discussed. The author‟s own understanding of the 
principal was then followed. 
In the second chapter, the difference of the definition of people between 
ethnology and linguistics was discussed, and then the author proposed her own 
criteria on how to define peoples. 
In the third chapter, the difference between internal self-determination and 
external self-determination was firstly discussed. Then the author emphasized 
that international law has given the application of NSD certain limitations and 
the application should not infringe national sovereignty. On the basis of the 
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perquisites for the application of NSD. 
In the fourth chapter，the author analyzed the history of Kosovo and the 
International Court ‟s decision of Kosovo‟s Independence. Then the author 
present her own point of view on this issue by the application of the five 
perquisites discussed in the fourth chapter. 
In the fifth chapter, concerning the similarity and diversity between 
Kosovo issue and China‟s Tibet issue and the Taiwan issue, it was concluded 
Tibet and Taiwan were not entitled to excise the right of NSD. 
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题有可能引发的“多米诺骨牌效应”上。2008 年 10 月 8 日联大以 77 票赞
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⑦这就是极大地影响了 20 世纪人类社会的民族原则，即一个民族 (nation) 一
个国家(state) ，一个国家只能有一个民族。更为重要的是，马志尼强调，
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